NOMINAL RANGE DIAGRAM
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Nominal Range in Nautical Miles

The light list in column 7 gives the nominal range of each lightstation optic where there is sufficient light to be seen 2 nautical

miles or more when the meteorological visibility is 10 nautical miles.

When the mariner obtains the meteorological visibility from the weather report he can find the distance the light can be seen a

night from the nominal range diagram.

Example: The light list gives the nominal range 16 nautical miles. The weather report gives the meteorological visibility 2 nautica
miles. The point on the bottom of the diagram marked 16 is followed upwards until it intersects the curve marked 2 nautica
miles. Follow that height horizontally to the left margin to find that the visibility of the light is 5 nautical miles.

Caution: The nominal range diagram is correct when the meteorological visibility is the same in the whole of the distanc

petween the ship and the lighthouse. Conditions occur when this may not be true.
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